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	 Klicken, um Anmerkungen zur ausgewählten Folie hinzuzufügen

 
	 Introduction

	 
	 The cultural specificity of perception
 
In our third learning module on the theory of intercultural interaction we will be examining to what extent we can perceive impressions neutrally and therefore independently of our own enculturation.

In order to gain an insight into the functioning of perception, you will need to give some thought to the subjects presented on the next few pages.
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	 Overview 1

	 
	 3.1. Do we only perceive what we already know?
The interplay between experience and expectation


3.2. The creation of schemes of thought and the networking process: 
The organization of knowledge and perception into patterns


3.3. Selective perception and the creation of meaning:
Are they culturally specific or not?
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	 3.1. Do we only perceive what we already know? 
     The interplay between experience and expectation

Click the image to view a short video (this requires Windows Media Player).



	 Source: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8TxK8xPb_pI&feature=related
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	 Test: Experience/Expectations 2/9

	 
	  Hay wagon

	 A)

	  Hoof pick

	 B)

	  Farm dog

	 C)

	  Petrol can

	 D)

	  Black horse

	 E)

	  I’m not sure

	 F)
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	 Test - Solution 1

	 
	 Solution to the video task:


	 None of the listed objects were present in the video!
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	 In fact, the following were visible:


	 With all probability you only actually registered a small amount of these impressions. It is said in cognitive psychology this is due to the existence of a perceptive filter, which functions as a type of protective mechanism. In this way, potential sensory overload is prevented. 


	 tractor, harvester, plough, grain, bread, cows, goats, brown horses, apples, eggs, chicken, barn...
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	 If you nevertheless believe to have observed a hay waggon, a hoof pick or a farm dog, this could be because you either:

expected to see these objects due to the pictorial mood-setting in anticipation 
of the video or

deduced the existence of one or more of these impressions from the related scenes
in the video - simply in order to protect yourself from sensory overload.

In the case of 
a) it is obviously a question of perception being led by the creation of hypotheses, 
b) there is clear evidence of complexity reduction.


In both cases a reality is constructed, 
which does not correspond to the reality of the video. 
It is precisely this behaviour that is the basis of most generalizations, 
the creation of stereotypes and of misunderstandings. 
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	 Let’s clarify again what is meant by hypothesis-led perception and which processes are presumably involved.

Task:

For this task, imagine a group-picture of three elder ladies and two nurses in a elder-care center. 

If you feel like it, you can briefly sketch the picture that you have in mind on a piece of paper.

How do the nurses look like?
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	 The fact that you almost certainly did not imagine the above picture and that the picture in your mind probably also differed from that of your fellow course participants (to a greater or lesser extent) can be explained by the fact that you have differing expectations when you think of a elder-care center and the nurses and inhabitants .
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	 Overview 1

	 
	 3.1. Do we only perceive what we already know?
The interplay between experience and expectation


3.2. The creation of schemes of thought and the networking process: 
The organization of knowledge and perception into patterns


3.3. Selective perception and the creation of meaning:
Are they culturally specific or not?
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	 3.2. The creation of schemes of thought and the networking process: 

The organisation of knowledge and perception into thought schemes/patterns



	 Source: http://www.zum.de/Faecher/Materialien/beck/bilder/!cerebce.jpg


	 When a neuron is stimulated, it responds with either inhibition or excitation. In the case of excitation, it stimulates connected neurons etc. within a split second. To visualize this so-called “firing” process, imagine a wave motion that runs through the neural network until the waves level off.


	  From a neurobiological perspective, perception and comprehension processes require the action of about 100 billion neurons, each of which is connected with another 10,000 neurons to form a vast neural network. 
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	 Association tests can help us to understand the functioning of schemas. In such tests  persons have to name words which they immediately associate with a specific word, 
such as “elderly person” within a certain time.


	 (1) All subjects would have completely different associations. 
 
(2) Associations would be more or less homogeneous within the individual groups.
 
(3) All subjects would have more or less the same associations.



	 Try this experiment yourself, quickly noting down on a piece of paper all the associations to “elderly person” you can think of in 20 seconds. 
 
If you have the opportunity, ask friends, and acquaintances whether they would be willing to participate in this small experiment. It would be best if your group of participants would include:
people of different ages (youngsters, teenagers, adults, elders...)
elder-care workers and others
maybe persons with different cultural background.


	 What do you think?


	 A schema is a cognitive structure for organizing general knowledge about typical concepts (e.g. “car”). Schemas for events (e.g. “football match”) are called “scripts”.
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	 It is quite unlikely that all subjects would have completely different associations, because that would mean they would have no common basis of understanding and would therefore be unable to discuss the concept “elders”.
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	 Identical associations would assume that the subjects had not only the same expectations, but also the same experiences regarding the concept “elders”. Given the differences between the test groups, this can hardly be expected.
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	 Similar former tests shows, differences regarding the associative context “elders” appear to be greater between the individual test groups. 
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	 As you can easily see, the different experiences of those subjects who are younger and those who are older and also between different cultural views on the topic significantly affect their development of schemas.

In easier words: 
Our experiences with certain things influences the image we have of those things. 



If I am “old” myself, it is very likely that I have quite a different view on “eldery persons” then if I am in my (early) youth. 
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	 Selective perception means that:

People never perceive the complete reality surrounding them 
but subconsciously select details of that reality, 
for the sake of reducing complexity. 

This selection is largely determined by experiences and expectations including the current perceptual context.




Your task:
Relax and then take a close look at the images on the following page, also taking in the details. Try to imagine, smell and hear the atmosphere...


	 Perception
Construction of meaning
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	 Final Test

	 
	 Please reflect upon the questions below and discuss with your colleagues.


Is the assumption of cultural homogeneity (”the Chinese”, “the elder”, “the care-staff”) plausible?


In what respect does being “open to new experiences” form the basis for combating xenophobia?



	 Final Test


	 E N D
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 Quiz
 
 
 Multiple-Choice
 Frage hier eingeben
 
 Hay wagon
 Hoof pick
 Farm dog
 Petrol can
 Black horse
 I'm not sure







